e ~anyhh11g or tl’nt, kind. So ahe decidec 40 go anu sce tns .vor'lﬂd"‘

Facts conceming t.he father and mother of
-Mrs. Grace K.’mg Ingerso]l as told to me by her
_ in October 1935. -

Grendma was the daughter of Joshus King Skinner and Elizabeth
H. 'C‘avrr'ier'. Joshua_KingS?ras b/ofn in Rid‘gefievld and ;’hlguncle
1ived: in Ridgefield. ‘Wha_-n',_Josh‘u-a‘ K'ng Skinner was a young man, .
and we'll' call him "Kirig" hereafter to méke it easier, ke was »
1iving in Alany with his family. His fathr was Elishd Webster

. 1‘-Skv1nnei:f .-

Grandme 's great, Sféat Erf‘a‘ndfarthe,iﬂ was.t‘he Honorable JOShl!Kins
‘who during the Revolutionary War":&xte_rtained. Maj-oﬁ_Andr(‘

. King visited Uncle Joshua in Ridgsfisld. bnqle Joshua had very
,}darlﬂc hair and dressesd very 6ar'efi111y and.had a Vremarv'kably'stil'
foot, He also went to church every Saturday morning, and had.a
habit of tuming amum to watch the singers instead of 'che '
/(ﬁﬁister. The minlster tl’are was a King who was related to
“TJered Ingersoll who uas the firsmesbyterian minister to ever
be. tn Ridgefield. While King was visiting Uncle Joshua they went
to church one morning .nd durlng the sarvices King looked over
at the Ressaque pew am an a vez'y lovely 1ook1ng girl who us ' :
’*“vthen 15. Her name was Mise Cnrrier.!, She had come from Bridaapdrt
‘where she had 11ved vzith her fat]rm ar;d had been very carefully ’
,brought up never having been allmed to. go out to part.ies .

"and went to Ridgefield. mn she am'ivef’ them sn % ﬂad 1 o

“‘"notel am th‘l,f toU tor that tie Raaaaqus House was




“De

1s a'cannon ball in the walls fired during the Battle of Ridgefield
inthe Revolumon.‘ Before that, this place was called "Keelers
Tavern"but a Mister Ressaqm marr&cd K&&m daughter and the name

~thus became changed.
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After the services that mom'irgv when King was on the way home .
with Uncle Joshua, he said "Who was that ‘very pretty girl 1n the < {

R essaque pew?" Uncle Joshua qnawered "Now don't you mind, tbat s

 mygirl" : L B Aol o .ﬁ

QHoeevei', Unc le Joshua '1k;ol.d} Kin‘g that this was Mies carrier;' Afta,':"‘
lunch that day, while Uncle Joshua was napping, King put on his
. best clothes amnd went to the side door of the Ressque house and
knocked. When the naid :ansuered the door, he asked‘for Miss

Carrier and was let 1n. ‘He saf in the parlor and rocked and rooked
arxi thought Miss @Garrier would never come down. Finally, she
came down and the following conversation took place.:

King: "Is this Missy Carrier'?" : ’ S 1

Miss Carrier: "Yes' @ 'Is th.is Mr. Skinner?"

King : "Yesl .1 just. oame wer to see if I might not have a.
talk with you." \ ‘

- They talked for a little while bﬁt Miss Carfier was so timid‘ _ ‘ : ,J

'tInt che excused herself to go up and finish her stuldies. King

went back to Uncle Joshua 8 house very much excited but disamoimed

because Miss Carrier did‘not 8tay longer. He told Uncle Joshua

where he had been and the..old gehtlemanns very 1ntereeted. f ‘

'Kir& evideﬂﬂ-r then went bsck to Albany bat Uncle Joshua con-
tinued to keep an eye on Miss Carrier for n/’}aay he «'# ber' :oiﬂg
.t.o the Post Office with a letter and said, od mor 3 :b, Hiss
‘ carfs_er,"

and she answered "Good morning, i!r. King.w ane




very
said "Would you like to come in and see my garden. It s/beautiful.

Miss Carrier said "1'm very sarry but I must go right down end
i

mail this 1etter/' and when 8he came home she walked on the other

side of the street so she wojuld not have to see Uncle Joshua.

King did not dare \say anythiné to his father about meetiny Miss
Carrier although he told the story to his mother. He worked hard
at his studies but finally went. to Mr. Rufus King and told him ’
all about Miss Carrier. Rufus King said that he certainly nad hed
pluck to go and call on her but that he thought he was much too
young to ‘think seriously about g:\rls. Mr. Rufus King asked King’
1f he was going to marry Miss Carrier and King replied that he -
did not know, he wes going to ¢ orrespond first. Sﬁ%ﬁg said,
"Look here, King, they are goirtho build a railroad from :
Ellicottville to Iake Erie. Now, I have invested in this and am

{nterestad in it, end perheps I can get you some work 1n it.

Eventually, Rufus Kirg got King a \J,o‘bllin a bank so Kingwroﬁe

Miss Carriocr and after some cor‘rosporxdmoe asked her 1f' she would
be willing to go out Jdest with him and settle down. She an swered
that she would; went to Bridgeport end packed sll her ¢ lothes,
made 8ll her clothirg( sewing tmm herse]i‘\ end wrote him that

she would meet him at the stetion at Fairfield. '

King took the tmin, saying "Good bye" to his mother but not E%y ™

fanyt,hing to his fathe, and got off at Fairfield, where e saw
 Miss Carrier sitting. He #alked up to her and said, "Now Miss
Carrier, are you willing to marry me and . -you are, shall-ue

1ive here or go west?" She - said she would g’anywhere with him

: so he went dom and found the clergyman and t.hey were marrie,dins
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records show, ."J K. Skinmr,’ and Elizabethﬁ. Carrier." They ‘wa“re
married with a silver ring and Grandma thinks that King patd the |

clergyman $5.

8o they took the train and went to Olesn, N. Y. a:nd‘after walking’
all around the town, foud a nice little hoxi:e_;vfhere they stajed
for 5;\%@ during this time a 1ittle boy named "Alva" was born,
'vyho died“when he was still an 1ﬂfant Then.Gré‘ndma‘ was bom and
her fatter sald to her mother, "Elizabeth, you called the first .

~ ohild after your fathor, and what shall we name this 1little girl?"

Grandme 's- mother said, "0 dnar King, anything that you want to
.call her," so King wrote to his mother and asked her what name

Grandma should be called.

El
o~

His mother wrote back and said "I congratulate you, my dear King.

\
You must call the little girl after my sister Grace King Skinner.‘g

Grandma 's mother vas not very active in the west. Grandma rémembefé

her sitting a good deal in her r&king chair and she did not liv'

1ong,?7 of pneumenia at the @age of‘ 26 years.




